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1.0 History

          Poland was one of the 29 Bologna Declaration signatory countries. Still, practically until the Berlin Ministerial Conference nothing had happened in the field of its implementation. The Declaration was not promoted and therefore it was not widely known in the Polish academic community. It was perhaps better known in our teacher union circles owing to the Education International activity in Europe and its endeavours to join the process than in higher education institutions themselves. The only work which started almost at once after the Ministerial meeting in Bologna, perhaps on the initiative of the European Union, concerned the Diploma Supplement. 
          After the Prague Conference and as a result of the parliamentary elections in Poland in autumn 2001 the new party came to power. Again the new ministerial team was not aware of importance of the Bologna Process for higher education in Poland and in the entire Europe. Even as late as in March 2003 the Minister when asked why the Ministry was not promoting and implementing the Bologna process objectives she responded: “We do not have to, it is not obligatory”. Everything changed dramatically the same year after the Berlin conference. The Ministry had organised a huge conference on the Bologna Process in November the same year for all higher education institutions with attendance of over 400 participants. I can say that it was the date when Poland started serious work on the Bologna Process implementation. Next year on 19 June 2004 (Fifth anniversary of the Bologna Declaration, but the date was coincidental) our union organised a very successful national seminar. All public higher education institutions were invited. The next important step that gave impetus to the Bologna Process in Poland was the Higher Education Law of 27 July 2005 and the relevant ministerial implementing Regulations to it which are the legal basis for implementation of the Bologna Process. 
2.0. Diploma supplement
        Poland ratified the Lisbon Recognition Convention on 17 March 2004 which entered into force on 1 May 2004. The national legislation has been adjusted to the main principles of the Convention
        Since 1 January 2005 the Diploma Supplement has been issued on request to all graduates and since 1 September 2005 automatically to all graduates, in Polish language, free of charge. An additional copy of the DS is issued on request in a widely spoken EU language.   

2.0 Recognition of qualifications – ENIC Centre
        Poland has a fully operational ENIC/NARIC Center called the Bureau for Academic Recognition and International Exchange. Also, since 1 May 2004 the Bureau acts as a Polish contact point regarding directives on the general system of recognition of professional qualifications acquired in EU countries.

3.0. Bologna Process Council
The Bologna Process Council has been formed in Poland for the first time on 2 December 2004 and our union was granted an observer status on the Council. It turned out later that the main purpose of its establishment was to be able to answer positively to one of the questions included in the country report template. The Council was never operational. It met one more time at the end of the ministerial term in office in autumn 2005 to dissolve itself and thank its members. As it follows from the Polish report for the London Conference, the next Council was established on the basis of the Regulation of the Minister of Science and Higher Education of 3 October 2006. 
We can read:
“The Council is composed of: representatives of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education, the State Accreditation Committee, the General Council for Higher Education, the Conference of Rectors of Academic Schools in Poland, the Conference of Rectors of Non-University Higher Education Institutions in Poland, the Students’ Parliament of the Republic of Poland, two representatives of Poland in the Bologna Follow-Up Group, a representative of the Team of Bologna Promoters, the Bureau for Academic Recognition and International Exchange, the Foundation for the Development of the Education System, the Coordinator of the Socrates/Erasmus Programme, and a representative of the National Science Section of the Independent and Self-Governing Trade Union “Solidarność”.”
        I was proposed for mambership in the Council in September 2006 but the Council has not started its operation and we were not informed that such a council was ever established.

4.0. Bologna Promoters Team 
The Team of Bologna Promoters was established in July 2004 with 11 members and later was enlarged to 15 members. They include representatives of academic staff, administrative staff and students. The promoters represent academic centres situated in all regions of Poland. They are in direct contact with the academic community and are actively involved in the promotion and implementation of the aims of the Bologna Process. They organise seminars, conferences and workshops, produce publications, etc.
5.0 Quality assurance  

        The State Accreditation Committee (SAC) is a state quality assurance agency established in 2002. The quality assessment is conducted by SAC on an obligatory and non-paid basis for all HEIs (public and non-public). SAC’s opinions and resolutions are legally binding. In accordance with the Law on Higher Education, the correctness of the assessment procedures applied by the SAC is subject to verification by administrative courts.  All ratings and accreditation decisions (including negative ones) are published on the website of the SAC.  An outstanding rating may be the basis for increasing the level of funding granted from the State budget to a given HEI. There is a positive opinion in higher education community on the work of SAC which contributes to improvement of  quality of in Polish higher education. Moreover, the SAC submits to the minister responsible for higher education its opinions on the establishment of new HEIs and authorisations for HEIs to provide degree programmes in a given field of study and at a specific level of study. The evaluation team is composed of academic teachers representing a given field of study, students delegated by the Students’ Parliament of the Republic of Poland and ”legal” experts whose responsibility is to assess the compliance of a given programme with formal and legal requirements. The former Minister of Science and Higher Education asked our union in September 2007 to submeet union candicates for membership in the State Acreditation Committee. Our union, unfortunatelly, has not taken advantage of the ministerial offer. As a result we are not repersented on the Committee.  The quality assurance system in Poland includes all elements listed in the ENQA Standards and Guidelines. One of the wekneses of SAC, however, was lack of international experts on the evaluating teames
6.0.  Qualification Framework
        The Working Group for the National HE Qualifications Framework has been established in October 2006, the Group has been working to develop a proposal of the National Higher Education Qualifications Framework. The work has not been complited yet. There is also National Committee esatblished on which students are also represented. 
7.0. Three-cycle system 

        The Law on Higher Education has established a three-cycle system across the higher education sector. This system was being introduced on a voluntary basis up till academic year 2006/2007, and it will was introduced in all higher education  institutions on a compulsory basis as of 1 October 2007 (with some delay for 9 fields) (in accordance with the Regulation of 13 June 2006 on the names of fields of study for degree programmes provided as first-cycle, second-cycle and long-cycle integrated programmes). Acording to the Regulation there are some exceptions from the two cycle studies at pre-doctorol level, namely:
1. Medical fields

2. Acting studies

3. Veterinary medicine

4. Psychology

5. Law

6. Canonic law

7. Conservation and Restauration of Works of Art

8. Realisation of Television, Film and Photo Image
And the studies that can be offer as both two-cyle or long (integrated) studies:
1. Theology 

2. Directing studies
8.0. ECTS  European Credit  Transfeer and Accumulation System
ECTS has been introduced in Poland on the basis of the ministerial Regulation of 3 October 2006. As of 1 January 2007, all HEIs were required to introduce ECTS. The national ECTS-based system reflects student workload and learning outcomes. Until then ECTS has been applied on a voluntary basis, mainly as a transfer system in the Erasmus programme. ECTS is not used in Poland for doctoral programmes.

9.0.  Joint degrees
        Articles 167 and 168 of the Law on Higher Education allow several HEIs, including foreign institutions, to provide joint degree programmes and award joint diplomas. 

Joint diplomas may be awarded upon completion of first-cycle, second-cycle and long-cycle (integrated) programmes. 

        Joint degrees are promoted by the National Agency for Lifelong Learning Programme and the Team of Bologna Promoters.

`10.0. Mobility
Student mobility, though steadily rising, is very low in Poland. The number of outgoing students a year is about 10000 and incoming ~2500. Like  student mobility, staff mobility within the Erasmus Programme has been steadily increasing also in terms of the number of staff flows out and in the country which is about 2000 and 1200 respectively.
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