25 November
International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women

09:00   Plenary Room: Presentation of teacher unions’ activities 
  to combat Violence against Women

· Slawomir Broniarz, President of ZNP/ Poland
· Representative from the Spanish ”Sindicadas” Initiative
Recommendation from the Pan European Equality Committee on 

Eliminating Violence against Women 

Put forward by the Pan European Equality Committee (April 2009), endorsed by the Pan European Regional Committee in April 2009. 

Having noted that violence in schools, under the form of harassment, bullying, sexism, racism occurs in all countries;

Having noted that the declining status of the teaching profession results in a lack of respect from the students, the parents and the community at large;

Having noted that violence against women, both domestic and at the workplace, is widespread despite many countries having passed comprehensive legislation;

Bearing in mind that member organisations of the European Union participated in the EU funded ETUCE project on Violence in Schools. 

The Pan European Equality Committee recommends that the Regional Committee/Executive Board encourage all Pan European member organisations to:

Collect data on violence against women and harassment at the workplace including existing legislative provisions and collective agreement provisions, and make those available to EI for EI to commission a Pan European study/compile a report;

Collaborate with all education stakeholders, government representatives of the judiciary, health, police departments, and other partners from civil society, including  NGOs, in joint efforts to eliminate violence against women and girls

Lobby governments to commit to developing, implementing and enforcing a legislative framework and policy guidelines with the objective of eliminating all forms of violence against women and girls;

Participate as appropriate in all national fora to raise public awareness and call for public action to eliminate all forms of violence against women and girls.
At the Pan European level, EI will:

Prepare a Pan European study on violence against women in the workplace based on the information and data provided by member organisations;

Intensify in its human and trade union rights work, the focus on violence against women  through formal protest, use of the international supervisory mechanisms, and through seeking improved respect of the international standards in this regard;

Report regularly on the issue of violence against women and girls in EI publications and website.
