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Resolution 1: proposed by PEC
DRAFT RESOLUTION FOR CONFERENCE/ASSEMBLY ON THEME ISSUES -  ECONOMIC CRISIS AND PRIVATISATION

The Conference of the EI Pan-European Structure, incorporating the General Assembly of ETUCE, and representing teachers and education workers in one hundred and forty one organisations in forty six countries in Europe,

Recognising that education is a fundamental human right and that quality education is a public good and a public responsibility, which makes an essential contribution to human development and well-being, and to national and international social and economic development,

Insists that 

· such quality education be publicly funded and available to all of the young people of Europe on an equitable basis,

· since research shows that investment in education has a high return, public investment in education be maintained and increased as a response to the economic crisis,

· education is not a commodity to be traded, bought and sold,  and, accordingly, 

· the privatisation of education services should cease forthwith throughout Europe;

The Conference/Assembly demands that the Governments of Europe:

(i) increase investment in public education;

(ii) resist the influence of international financial institutions, such as the European Investment Bank, World Bank and International Monetary Fund, which impose on governments reductions in spending on public education;

(iii)  seek a Declaration from the EU to the effect that public investment in education should be maintained and increased;

(iv) ensure that lifelong learning is available and accessible to all citizens on an equitable basis;

(v) do not transfer the provision of essential education services to the private sector.

The Conference/Assembly commits the Pan-European Structure to campaigning vigorously for the achievement of these demands through advocacy and demonstrations in key cities in Europe. 

Resolution 2: proposed by OLME

Trade Union response to the economic crisis

Nowadays, the politics exercised by the EU countries in the fields of employment (such as flexibility in employment, freezing or even reduction of salaries, etc.), in insurance systems (such as an increase in age limits, collapse of the insurance funds through the cancellation of their public and social character etc.), and in education (privatization, commercialization, denigration of teachers, reduction in public funding etc.) they call for the greatest possible development of the collective resistance of the trade union movement in every country as well as in Europe as a whole. 

We believe that the development and the broadening of the internal and democratic function of ETUCE would contribute to an on-going, substantial dialogue among the education unions in Europe in order to deal with issues occurring in the EU countries, and mainly to the development of resistance in the anti-popular EU emanating policies, implemented by the member state governments. 

Therefore, it is of crucial importance for ETUCE to determine its own policy in relation to the EU policies on the basis both of the workers’ interests which it represents, and of the socially weaker groups in general.
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