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Education International 

Research Network 

Fifth Annual Meeting

20 – 21 April 2010
[Preliminary] Agenda

Brussels, Belgium

International Trade Union House (ITUH)

Boulevard du Roi Albert II, 5 

Meeting Room B – 1st floor

First Day: Tuesday, 20 April
Welcome Coffee 10h00 

Meeting starts at 10h30

Opening: introduction and overview of agenda [Fred van Leeuwen, General Secretary; Bob Harris, Senior Consultant to General Secretary]

1. Report of the main research activities at EI
Brief update on studies and reports undertaken by EI Research Unit since spring 2009
2. Education beyond the Crisis: What next?
Discussion and sharing of research approaches and findings about the emerging main trends in education policies during (after) the economic crisis and brain-storm about best research strategy in helping to develop union’s policies

Lunch break 12h30 to14h00
3. Working conditions of school personnel – international comparative study 
Presentation by JTU [to be confirmed]
Coffees break 15h30 to 16h00

4. New methods of work: cooperation with universities and research centres
Discussion and sharing of ideas how EI and unions could maximize research capacities and leverage through using partner networks
(Session with Mario Novelli, University of Amsterdam [to be confirmed]; Progress report of EI study “Equity Matters” by Elizabeth Wood, Exeter University [to be confirmed]
First day adjourns at 18h00 latest

Dinner 19h00 – hosted by EI at restaurant [location to be announced]
Second Day: Wednesday, 21 April 

Meeting starts at 09h00

5. EI and PISA: from constructive critique to critical engagement
Discussion and brain-storming on how EI should develop more consistent policy towards international comparative studies by OECD in the situation of their increasing mutual coordination and convergence
[Session with OECD representative – to be announced]

Coffees break 10h30 to 11h00

6. The role of unions in education reform: Performance and Effectiveness,  Measurement Paradigm  
Open debate on what is happening in education (and public sectors in general), including “measurement paradigms”, issues of performance and effectiveness, and what research strategies EI and its affiliates could adopt

Lunch break 12h30 to 14h00

7. New Project Initiatives 
Proposals from EI Research Unit and members of Research Network

8. Conclusions and future work

Research Network Meeting adjourns at 15h45 

Research Institute Advisory Committee meeting until 18h00 
(Separate agenda)
