REASONS WHY THE PROGRESSIVE TEACHERS UNION OF ZIMBABWE IS CONVINCED THAT TACKLING CHILD LABOUR IS AN IMPORTANT ISSUE FOR AN EDUCATION UNION .

· Teachers are next to the parents and are the people closer to the children who could be better advocates for their rights.

· Teachers can be reached through unions and can help to prevent child labour in areas former child labourers and at risk children.

· Teachers can also provide social support which includes feeding health programmes.

· Teachers are crucial because they can document what happens, signal absences and after education to the whole community.

· Teachers are the key factor in keeping children in school where they belong and teach them about their rights. 

· Teacher’s role is very crucial; their commitment, hard workand strong motivation for children’s education   and future makes a difference .e.g. 
Teachers monitor the school attendance during harvest and organise meetings with parents, where they inform them about the negative effects of labour   on children’s health and schooling.

· Generally Teachers are looked upon as individuals, who can assist in bringing change in the lives of people. Teachers are also seen as people who will give advice on various affairs of the community

· Teachers have direct interaction with the children, parents and communities .This becomes an advantage as they could play several roles in prevention and elimination of child labour.   

· Teachers are able to identify the school age children in the community by so doing encourage parents to enroll them in schools.

· Teachers provide children with an interesting leaning environment, which will make children prefer to be at school than at work.

· Teachers can act as resource persons who can inform children, parents and communities of the importance of education.

· Teachers defend children’s right through teachers advocacy of the education for all, teachers are significantly contributing to children’s rights world wide. 

QM: WHAT WAS THE MAIN PROBLEM TARGETED BY UNION ACTION 

Answer: There was a clear seasonal pattern of children drop-out / absent from school.

There disruption during the cotton planting seasons. Jan – April in Chiredzi Area Ward 16.

(b) What were the methods used 

Awareness raising 

· Organizing community meetings to discuss children labour through the use of theater and drama to highlight the shortcoming of child labour and long term benefits of education. 

· Establish child rights protection forums and training community leaders on children’s rights and effects of child labour.  

· Mobilization of political leaders in the area including members of parliament.

· Commemoration of important day6s such as the Day of the African Child, World day against child labour.

· Mobilizing schools and School Development Associations to accept shelve exclusive conditions including but not limited to lack of birth certificates school fees, stationery 

(c) What were the main successes?

Increased awareness by soil the number of pupils returning to school increased by 33% in 3 years.

(d) Did any action target specifically girls? If so please mention the method used and result. 

YES: We recognize the precarious position in which the girl child is as regards various forms of child abused 

· Special attention is paid to deliberate empowerment of the girl child through increase access to education, provision of psychosocial support, discouraging early marriages and assistance to get birth certificates, child protection committees are also taught to give special preference to girl children when offering educational and other support. 

(e) Which other actors / partners were involved in the union actions 

The organization works with government departments, UN agencies , Children , school teachers, form workers , NGOsChurch related  institutions , Department of social welfare HelpAge , Children rights protection  forums relevant private sector institutions, CAMFED – Campaign for female education Zimbabwe.

We also work with international partner organization that are working for the global eradication of child labour . These are SNE (Moroco) KIDS in need (Uganda) APEKSHA andMV Foundation   (India), FSCE (Ethiopia) and ASMAAN (Nepal ).

We are also part of the Global action child labour free zones which is kindly support by Alliance 2015 group of development agencies.

Also we are an active member of the coalition on children’s rights - a coalition of Zimbabwean NGOs that respond to children’s rights issues through cooperation and collaboration. 

