Declaration

The CEE Round Table, meeting in Bucharest on 29th/30th September, 2010
 Declares:

1. Its solidarity with teachers and education unions in Romania and other CEE countries in their struggle to maintain and develop quality public education;

2. That high quality education services are essential to sustainable economic development, the welfare of society and to the development of children;

3. That education services need increased and sustainable financial support in terms of public funding;

4. That highly qualified  teachers are essential to the provision of high quality education services;

5. That salaries, pensions and working conditions for teachers must be attractive in order to recruit and retain good teachers in the education service;

6. That working conditions, salaries and benefits must reflect gender equality goals;

7. That Education is the only long-term solution to the economic crisis, not the cause of it!
Re-affirms the commitment of education unions in CEE countries:

(i) To campaign for the provision of high quality education in all CEE countries;

(ii) To campaign vigorously against attempts to undermine the education services in CEE countries through government cuts in expenditure on education or in the salaries of teachers;

(iii) To work with other unions and supporters of education services to resist government attacks on education and other public services;

(iv) To lobby against the conditions set by the international financial institutions on loans to CEE countries which curtail expenditure on education;

(v) To denounce the attempts by governments to reduce education budgets by removing security of employment for teachers;
(vi) To strengthen their capacity to organise and provide services to their members and to build solidarity with other education unions nationally and internationally;

(vii) To use the international instruments and procedures provided by the ILO and the UN to assert their negotiating rights and their right to effective bargaining machinery;
(viii) To collect, share and disseminate research evidence on key trends in education policies in the CEE region;

(ix) To defend education as a public good against the policy trends of commercialization and privatization particularly in Higher Education and Research.

