ANNEX 2

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the ITU?

The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) is a specialised UN agency for information and telecommunications technologies. 

What is the proposal?

The current International Telephone Regulations were adopted in 1988.  Revisions now being proposed to  the World Conference on International Telecommunications (WCIT) propose a raft of changes designed to control how the internet currently works. If approved, the treaty could result in:

· Charges for use of services like email and Skype

· Restricted access to the internet

· Increased capacity for governments to monitor everything you do online

What are the potential impacts of the changes?

If successful, the proposal would change the rules that govern the internet forever. 

The proposal would:

· Introduce a global regime to monitor internet communications, including a move towards personal identification of who is sending and receiving communications;

· Dramatically increase the capacity of governments to restrict or block transmission of information via the internet;

· Significantly increase costs to internet users for accessing content on the internet; and

· Have the greatest impact in the poorest countries and where democracy is absent or under threat.

Further danger lies in a push from a number of governments in the ITU that, if accepted, would:

· Require the internet be used in a ‘rational way’;

· Allow governments to restrict the use of the internet where it is perceived to ‘interfere in the internal affairs of other states, or divulge information of a sensitive nature’;

· Allow governments to re-route or block traffic passing through their territory by request of another government; and

· Provide a new definition of spam that would enable governments to restrict or totally block large-scale legitimate communications used by trade unions and other groups.

Who is supporting it?

Governments who already have vested interests in controlling and restricting their citizens’ use and access to the internet – countries including China, Egypt and Saudi Arabia. 

A group of big telecommunications corporations who stand to benefit from charging for free services like email and Skype.

What is the process?

By signing the petition, putting direct pressure on your government and urging others to register their opposition to the proposal, we stand a chance in compelling government representatives attending the UN World Conference on International Telecommunications to reject the proposed changes outright, and deal with the future of the internet through an open process where people, including workers affected, can have their say.

We don’t have much time left to act, which is why taking action and spreading the word quickly to your friends and networks is critical. 

The petition will be presented to the ITU and its members and can potentially sway their vote. 

When will the decision be made?

The World Conference on International Telecommunications will take place in Dubai on December 3-14. 

Government representatives from UN member states present will consider the proposal and vote on it. 

How can I let my government know my views?

Call on the ITU and member countries to reject the changes that will seriously and permanently restrict internet freedoms by signing the petition and telling everyone you know about the danger of the proposals, and the need for an open and inclusive process. 

