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Template Media Release

Net Grab Will Undermine Online Freedom

Proposals to place the internet under the control of a UN technical body would restrict political freedoms and lead to higher online costs for teachers and students, <insert organisation> warned today.

<insert organisation>  has joined a global campaign against the plans to regulate the internet being put forward by the International Telecommunications Union (ITU) in Dubai in December.

The ITU is a UN body, first established in 1865 to regulate telegrams and later telephones and faxes. It is now seeking the power to control the internet.

<insert organisation’s spokesperson name> said the proposal threatened to undermine the benefits that an open internet has delivered to teachers, students and parents .
“The unregulated internet has also provided a platform for political freedom and an important tool for our colleagues to promote their rights in the workplace,” <insert organisation’s spokesperson name> said.

“Our concern is that a regulatory regime will give governments the power to restrict the free use of the internet under the guise of defending the state against ‘terrorism’ or ‘outside interference’  –  categories  open to political definition.

“The free access to many web tools like email will also be threatened under a regime that would allow telcos to effectively ‘zone’ the internet to monetise activity.”

The ITU has publicised its plans for regulation, but the actual details and positions of member countries remain secret ahead of the December meeting.  Negotiators are mainly from telecommunications, information and communications ministries who have no experience in human rights or overall development issues, and virtually no public consultation has taken place.  No attempt has been made by the ITU or most governments to discuss the proposals with unions representing workers in the telecoms, internet or other affected sectors.

“What needs to happen is that these issues be subject to an open and detailed public debate before any attempt to regulate the internet is approved,” <insert organisation’s spokesperson name> said.

<Insert organisation name> is urging our government to take this position to the ITU meeting.

<insert organisation> members are also being encouraged to join the global online campaign at www.change.org/netgrab
For more details contact <insert contact details>
