ANNEX 3

Email Text

Subject: Your Freedom Online under Threat

Dear Friend,

The internet as we know it is at risk. Unless we act now, our right to freely communicate and share information could change forever.

In less than four weeks’ time, the International Telecommunications Union (or ITU), a United Nations agency, is planning to adopt new rules to clamp down on the fundamental freedoms of citizens online.

A group of telecommunications corporations have joined with countries including China, Egypt and Saudi Arabia, countries that already impose heavy restrictions on internet freedoms, to put forward a treaty to the UN World Conference on International Telecommunications in December. 

So far the proposal has flown under the radar, but its implications are so serious that we must act quickly to show the ITU and its member countries that citizens will not stand by while our right to communicate freely is undermined.

The proposal would give governments and companies all over the world the ability to:

· Charge users for services such as email and Skype;

· Restrict access to the internet; and

· Monitor everything you do online

The new rules would hurt people in poorer countries and those living in dictatorships even more.

Add your name to the global petition www.change.org/netgrab and ask your government representatives who will attend this conference to reject these changes that will seriously and permanently restrict internet freedoms. Act now, before it’s too late.  We need a new process where the voice of the people is properly heard, including workers whose livelihoods are increasingly affected by the internet.

By signing the petition, you will add your voice to the tens of thousands of people who are standing up against unnecessary and restrictive online regulation.

An internet totally controlled by government and big business contradicts the very essence of what the internet represents – open and free access for all.

That’s why it’s critical for us to come together in demanding that our national leaders and international organisations respect the freedoms the internet gives to us all and stop this proposal in its tracks.  

Our freedom online depends on you, and we don’t have much time. The ITU will decide on this proposal in less than four weeks so sign the petition today.

Thanks,

[SIGNATURE – From National Trade Union Leader]

Read more about the raft of changes here and their implications www.equaltimes.org and sign the petition to stop the net grab today – time is running out. 
