AFRICA REGIONAL CONFERENCE
CONGO BRAZZAVILLE
29th NOVEMBER – 3RD DECEMBER 2010
INFORMATION SHEET
CURRENCY

The local currency in Brazzaville is Central African Franc 
LANGUAGE
The official language is French
LOCAL TIME

GMT + 1
IMMIGRATION REQUIREMENTS
All participants arriving in Brazzaville, Republic of Congo, should have a valid passport. Entry visas are required for participants, whose countries are non members of the Central African Economic and Monetary Community (CEMAC), and can be obtained at any Congo Diplomatic and Consular Missions abroad. To obtain visas, participants are advised to check the existence and the location of these Missions with the Ministry of Foreign/External Affairs of their countries. Visas may be given to participants, who do not have Congo diplomatic representations in their countries, upon arrival at Maya Maya International Airport, Brazzaville. Such delegates should send copies of the first two or three pages of their passport to the Regional office at the earliest opportunity weeks before travel.
Health requirements
Participants are requested to take the necessary vaccination and travel with their vaccination cards. (Yellow Cards)  This is a must.
Weather
The month of November is usually rainy season in Congo, with temperature ranging between 20°C and 26°C. It is thus advisable to bring appropriate clothes, as well as umbrella or raincoat. 

Foreign exchange and Banks
Most major convertible currencies can be exchanged in Congo. The local currency is the FCFA. The current exchange rate ranges between FCFA 400 and 500 for US$1.00, and around FCFA 650 for €1.00.
Exchange operations can be done at the banks and hotels. Most Banks are open to the public from Mondays to Fridays from 8:00hrs to 12H.00, and from 14.00hrs to 16.00hrs (GMT).  Travelers’ cheques are generally not accepted and cannot be cashed at local banks.

TRANSFER FROM THE AIRPORT

The hotel will provide an airport shuttle which will pick participants from the airport.  On the other hand one could pick a taxi from the airport to the Hotel.
	


CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS
Conference proceedings will take place at the Conference Hall of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  There will be interpretation provided in English and French.  Participants will also be transported to and from the Conference venue.
Major Mobile-phone Sim card Providers:
Zain:
B.P. 1267, Pointe Noire
Tel.: (242) 520 00 00

Fax: (242) 94 88 75 

MTN Congo:
Immeuble Libertis, av. Foch

Face Mairie Centrale

B. P. 1150

Tel. : (242) 81 47 20 / 666 0123

Fax: (242) 81 44 16

 Electricity
The voltage in Congo is 220V AC.

Privileges and Immunities
Without prejudice to the privileges, immunities and facilities accorded to all participants, every participant is required to respect the laws and regulations of the Republic of Congo and must refrain from interference in the internal affairs of the country. No one is allowed to enter or photograph an area designated as prohibited or restricted. Breach of such regulations should be avoided at all times. If in doubt, please seek advice from the authorities concerned. 
Photographs of government buildings or military installations, port facilities, train stations or airports should not be taken.  It is best to request permission before photographing people in remote areas where populations adhere to traditional beliefs.  

Hotel Accommodation/Meals
Hotel accommodation for assisted delegates will be based on double occupancy.  The list of hotels will be mailed soon together with their rates for the information of self-sponsored delegates and observers.  

Assisted delegates will be served breakfast and lunch.  A modest amount sufficient to pay for a normal dinner will be given to assisted delegates.

Participants are responsible for their own telephone and laundry charges.  All outstanding bills must be paid before check out time which is 12.00 on the day of departure.

