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President Abdullah Gül

Fax: 0090 312 470 13 16

E-Mail: cumhurbascanligi@tccb.gov.tr
Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan

Fax: 0090 312 417 04 76; 0090 312 419 20 71

Minister of Justice Sadullah Ergin

Fax: 0090 312 419 33 70
Email: sadullherging@adalet.gov

(Date)









Dear (President/Prime Minister/Minister),

My name is (First Name, Name) and I am the (President/General Secretary) of (name of union), representing some (number of members of union). Our union is an affiliate of Education International, the global umbrella organisation of 400 education unions.

According to our information 15 women unionists, including colleagues from the education union Egitim-Sen, were dragged from their homes in early morning raids and taken into custody by Turkish security forces on 13 February. The offices of KESK, the Federation of the public services unions, as well as of the unions SES (employees in health and social services) and TÜM BEL SEN (union of the local authorities’ employees) in Ankara were also searched by the police. 
Ever since the municipal elections in Turkey two years ago we have noticed increasing repression against trade unionists, critical intellectuals and journalists. Numerous persons have been detained and sentenced to imprisonment during this time. In the past Education International repeatedly protested against the politically motivated persecution of trade unionists in Turkey and several times sent trial observers to court hearings - so far without effect. Just end of November 2011, 25 colleagues from KESK and Egitim-Sen were sentenced to long imprisonments of 6 years and 5 months by the Criminal Court of Izmir.
The (name of union) condemns the recent detentions and the continuing repression against trade unionists in Turkey. We demand the release of the detained colleagues, respect for human and trade union rights, compliance with constitutional principles and the reversal of unworthy court decisions against active trade unionists.

Sincerely,
(First Name, Name)
(President/ General Secretary)
