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Athens, 18/9/2015
STATEMENT – CALL  for Solidarity To The Refugees and Immigrants

Due to the ongoing wars in the area of the Middle East and North Africa, the refugee and migration flows to Greece and to other Mediterranean countries have risen dramatically, recently. Thousands of men, women and children are arriving daily in our country, fleeing away from war, hunger and poverty. Children and adults are drowned in Farmakonisi and the Aegean Sea. They struggle and die in their attempt to take the ticket of the big escape. 
Hypocricy on the part of those who are to be held accountable for the creation of this problem abounds. It is precisely those –the USA, the EE, the NATO- who are to blame for the wars, the interventions, the support to reactionary organizations (ISIS), the destruction and looting of the people’s homelands. The USA, the NATO, the EU are to be held responsible  along with their imperialistic policy implemented in the name of capitalistic profits, of their competitions and their geopolitical interests, as well as in the name of recovery from the crisis by redistributing the markets. Τhey are shedding crocodile tears on TV screens the time they are also opening and closing the stopcock of Dublin and Schengen as it suits their interests. Τhe Special Council of Ministers of Domestic and Immigration Affairs of the EU withdrew its announcements about the relocation of a very small number of refugees. Ιnstead, they agreed, on the creation of the so-called ‘hot spots’ in Greece and Italy, on the reinforcement of repression forces on the borders and the construction of new fences, on strengthening Frontex, and on the development of emergency units on the borders.  
Their policy is to blame for this tragedy and it is this policy that was loyally followed by all greek governments and needs to be overthrown. Τhis is a necessary condition in order to address the refugee problem.

Strengthening our fights and mobilizations with the purpose to end the wars and the imperialistic interventions in the area should be a top priority concern for the people’s movement.

OLME along with the greek people demand and will fight for the following:

Our country should be disengaged from the aggressive and interventionist plans of the imperialistic powers, namely the USA, the NATO, the EU, as well as from their policies, while the country should not also participate in their missions and interventions.

Our country should bring a complaint as well as repeal the Regulations ‘Dublin 1” and ‘Dublin 2” along with the “Schengen Treaty”, which violate essential human rights and convert the country into a soul warehouse.   
Τhe government should take all the necessary measures to ensure the safety and protection of the lives of refugees, the end of the practice of illegal deportations and their transfer to their destination-country with fast and effective identification procedures and by issuing them the necessary travel documents.
The government should request special funding to cover the cost of staff and infrastructures that are to be used for the creation of proper reception and accommodation centers which will provide food, health care, translation and legal services, so that some human, decent living conditions are ensured for refugees during their stay in our country. Meanwhile, they should legalize and provide asylum to those who seek to reside permanently in Greece.
The new EU measures calling for repression on the borders should not be enforced. Frontex should be disbanded. 

The government should ensure access to education to all children who will finally choose to stay in our country and should provide the necessary infrastructure and create proper conditions for their smooth transition. 

The efforts made by the inhabitants of the greek islands and by those who live in other parts of the country that have become refugee crossings are impressive and heart-breaking, indeed. The greek people having experienced wars, immigration, flight and persecutions are standing in solidarity with the refugees. This is not enough, however. We should all enhance our material and moral support to them.
The last report of UNICEF entitled ‘Education Under Fire’ states that due to the wars in Middle East and North Africa, 13 million children are left without access to education, 9 thousand schools in countries of the Middle East are not operating and about 700.000 refugee children do not attend school because the existing school facilities cannot accommodate such an increased number of additional schoolchildren.
OLME (The Federation of Secondary Education State School Teachers), the ELMEs (Local Secondary Education State School Teacher Unions) and KEMETE (OLME’s Research and Documentation Center) and the entire teacher population have always been at the forefront of the anti-war movement, they have always been leading the way to show solidarity to people for peace,  to support the persecuted in what concerns discrimination, racism, xenophobia, human rights, to ensure equal access to education, to raise the public’s awareness with actions and interventions.  Ιn the current circumstances, such initiatives have already been taken and they need to be further intensified and reinforced in every region of the country.
We invite the local teacher unions and the teachers to lead the way once again. We invite them to show their solidarity to refugees and immigrants in a concrete manner by organizing or joining actions that aim to provide all kinds of material and moral support to refugees. At the same time, we invite them to lead discussions within the school community aiming to make young people aware of the issues pertaining to refugees and immigrants. Racist perceptions and discrimination against refugees and immigrants have no place within the education system nor within the greek society. 
OLME’s executive board, as a first concrete manifestation of this solidarity, has decided to allocate a certain amount of money to the local teacher unions directly experiencing the flows of refugees to be used for securing humanitarian aid. We intend to support mobilizations along with the people’s movement, to support every effort stemming either from inside the school or the wider social context which is going to help us fight for the above mentioned goals, to consolidate a society of freedom, equality and respect for human rights.
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