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For Reference: Raymond Basilio, National Secretary-General, 09176389151
Teachers to Sec. Briones: Divert Voucher funds to public schools, terminate MOU/MOA with foreign owned schools
Quezon City – The Alliance of Concerned Teachers today reechoed its call for the Department of Education (DepEd) to re-channel the proposed 2017 Php 24 billion Voucher fund to public schools and terminate its Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) with the foreign owned low-fee for profit APEC Schools owned by Pearson Corporation in partnership with Ayala Corporation. 
“In order to solve the perennial problem of backlogs in personnel and teaching/learning resources, what the government need to do is to increase its allocation to education. The government should at least allot 6% of the Gross Domestic product (GDP) or 20% of the total National Budget to education. The problem of congestion in public schools will never be addressed by privatization means such as through the Voucher System. We need to construct more classrooms, hire more teachers, ensure allocation for the provision of quality learning tools and learning environment. In the Voucher System, the public is surely at the losing side while giving profits to the private school owners,” said Mr. Raymond Basilio, national secretary-general of Alliance of Concerned Teachers (ACT) and Philippine Coordinator of Global Response Against Privatization and Commercialization of Education Campaign by Education International. 

For the 1st year of implementation of the Senior High School program, Php 12 billion is allocated for the Voucher System, used by around 800,000 students in the private schools.
“The Php 12 billion could have built around 30,000 classrooms already and could have catered more than 1 million students. From this computation alone, it is clear that solving the problems of the public education is not through privatization schemes like the Voucher System. The Voucher System is designed to give profits only to the owners of private schools, this makes education highly profitable in the Philippines. This is the main reason why foreign corporations like Pearson ventured here in the Philippines in cooperation with Ayala Corporation and established APEC Schools.

“APEC Schools is not designed to give services to the Filipino youth. It is here to amass profits from the taxes of the people. An evidence to this is APEC Schools’ non-compliance with the requirements prescribed by the Department of Education for private schools operating in the Philippines. Rather than complying with the requirements, APEC Schools through its local partner Ayala Corporation came up with a MOU and MOA with DepEd to have its operation exempted from the rules and regulations prescribed by the Philippine authorities,” added Mr. Basilio.

“If APEC Schools is really for giving services to the Filipino youth, it should have observed quality learning environment (not cramped-up buildings/rooms), provide quality learning tools (not only cctv and computers) and quality teachers with quality pay. Clearly, APEC Schools is only after the profit it will get from the students and from the Voucher System. The DepEd should have not agreed to the MOU and MOA and should have not allowed itself to be used by these corporations for their own good.

“We call on the Duterte administration to re-channel the proposed Php 24 billion for Voucher System to public education and deny all privatization schemes in education and for Sec. Briones of DepEd to immediately repeal its MOU and MOA with Pearson and Ayala. We earn nothing from these agreements while Pearson and Ayala earns millions at the detriment of our people,” ended Mr. Basilio.   
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