MODEL LETTER

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan

Office of the Prime Minister

Başbakanlık

06573 Ankara

Turkey
E-mail : receptayyip.erdogan@basbakanlik.gov.tr 
 [date] 

Dear Prime Minister,

On behalf of [Name of your organisation and who your organisation represents], I am writing to express our serious concern over the recent events in Turkey in which trade unionists have been targeted for exercising their rights to freely associate and peacefully demonstrate.
I am particularly alarmed at the 25 June police actions across Turkey that resulted in the arrests of 71 union leaders and members in their homes and offices, including 3 members of the Executive Board of Egitim Sen – Mehmet Bozgeyik, General Secretary; Sakine Eren Yılmaz, Gender Secretary and Abdullah Karahan, Secretary for Financial Affairs.

These arrests are part of a disturbing pattern of injustice against individuals and groups – many are teachers, trade unionists, journalists, political activists, or members of the human rights community – seeking to exercise their basic rights as citizens.

Turkey being a long-standing member of the International Labour Organisation (ILO), [Name of your organisation] wants to remind your government that the harassment and detention of trade union leaders and activists because of their legitimate democratic activities are serious violations of the ILO Convention 87 on freedom of association and Convention 98 on collective bargaining, both ratified by your country. 

[Name of your organisation] calls your Government to ensure the unconditional release of all unionists detained in connection with their legitimate trade union activities and a fair judicial process; and that Turkey abides by its international obligations to secure the human and trade union rights and freedoms of its workers.
On behalf of my organisation, I sincerely trust that your Government will act swiftly on these requests. [Name of your organisation] has asked our national diplomatic representation in Turkey to follow up on this serious matter.
Yours sincerely,

