MODEL LETTER


His Majesty 

Shaikh Hamad bin ‘Issa Al Khalifa
Office of His Majesty the King of Bahrain
P.O. Box 555
Rifa’a Palace, al-Manama

Bahrain


Fax: +973 17664587
[Date]

Re: Urgent call for the release of detained teacher union leader
Your Majesty,
I am writing to you on behalf of [Name of your organisation and who your organisation represents] to urge the Bahraini authorities to release Mr Mahdi Abu Dheeb, President of the Bahrain teachers Association imprisoned for two years now.
 [Name of your organisation] has been informed that the President of the Bahrain Teachers’ Association has been imprisoned since 2011; when the popular protests began in Bahrain. He is detained in Jaw Prison under difficult conditions and denied the medical treatment he needs.
On 21 October 2012, the appeal court upheld the verdict against the head of the BTA leader, but reduced his prison sentences to five years. Mahdi will have his last chance of appeal before the highest Court in Bahrain; the Cassation Court; and till now dates have not yet been set.

 [Name of your organisation] is condemning the arbitrary procedures against the Bahrain Teachers’ Association leader which are in clear violation against the free exercise of human and trade union rights ratified by the kingdom of Bahrain.
Therefore, [Name of your organisation] urges the Bahraini authorities to:
· Release immediately and unconditionally Mahdi Abu Dheeb as his judicial case is unsubstantiated;
· Set up a full, impartial and independent investigation into his reported ill-treatments and bring those responsible to justice; 

· Implement the recommendations of the Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry, BICI
· Relegalise the BTA as a registered teacher union; 
· Respect the fundamental rights and freedoms of teachers, students and union activists in accordance with international standards; 
· Implement the recommendations of the ILO Tripartite Agreement; 
I look forward to hearing about your positive intervention on this very serious matter. 
Yours sincerely,
[Signature]

