MODEL LETTER


His Majesty 

Shaikh Hamad bin ‘Issa Al Khalifa
Office of His Majesty the King of Bahrain
P.O. Box 555
Rifa’a Palace, al-Manama

Bahrain


Fax: +973 17664587
[Date]

Re: Free Jalila al-Salman and Mahdi Abu Dheeb
Your Majesty,
I am writing to you on behalf of [Name of your organisation and who your organisation represents] to strongly condemn the arrest of Jalila al-Salman, Vice President of the Bahrain Teacher Association (BTA), on 7 November 2012. 
[Name of your organisation] has been informed that Mrs Jalila al-Salman, acting Chair of the BTA (in lieu of the BTA President, Mahdi Abu Dheeb, detained since April 2011), was transferred to the Women Prison of Isa Town after being summoned without explanation to the Investigation Department in Manama. Her lawyer and family were not allowed to accompany or contact her. Neither could she go home before being transferred to the prison.
Jalila al-Salman and Mahdi Abu Dheeb were condemned in September 2011 by a military court after being forced to sign “confessions” while in detention. The guilty verdict was upheld by the Manama Appeal Court on 21 October. The lawyers of the BTA leaders filed an objection to the Supreme Court regarding this verdict.
 [Name of your organisation] urges the Bahraini authorities to:
      Release immediately and unconditionally Mahdi Abu Dheeb and Jalila al-Salman as their judicial case is unsubstantiated;
      Set up a full, impartial and independent investigation into their reported ill-treatments and bring those responsible to justice; 
      Relegalise the BTA as a registered teacher union; 
      Respect the fundamental rights and freedoms of teachers, students and union activists in accordance with international standards; 
      Set the conditions for a respectful and all-inclusive dialogue that addresses the legitimate aspirations of all Bahrainis, to promote social justice to bring about a peaceful transition to democracy.
I look forward to hearing about your positive intervention on this very serious matter. 
Yours sincerely,
[Signature]

