To His Excellency Ayatollah Sayed ‘Ali Khamenei 
Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran  
Email: info_leader@leader.ir 
To His Excellency Hassan Rouhani  
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
Email: media@rouhani.ir 
[Date]
Freedom for Iranian teacher union leader Esmail Abdi

Sirs,

[Name of your organisation] condemns the six-year jail sentence imposed on Mr. Esmail Abdi, a leader of the Tehran Teacher Trade Association. The sentence was announced on 7 October by Branch 36 of the Appeal Court of Tehran. 

The charges, including one for “assembling and colluding against national security”, are unjust and contravene various Human Rights Conventions, including those protecting freedom of expression and association, as well as the right of unions to be consulted on education policies.

This latest re-sentencing comes at a time when the current regime’s neoliberal policies have resulted in a crisis in the country’s educational system and impacted on teachers’ living conditions.  The authorities are attempting to silence teachers’ grievances through repression and the extended incarceration of unionists and activists. 

 [Name of your organisation] requests that the unfounded charges against Mr. Abdi be dropped and that his conviction is reversed. 

Yours sincerely,

