URGENT RESOLUTION FOR THE PAN-EUROPEAN CONFERENCE/ETUCE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Proposed by KTOS –Cyprus Turkish Teachers Trade Union

On 23rd November, the Turkish Cypriot Unions organised a general strike and mass protest rally against a new law and the assimilation and integration policies of the Turkish Government. During the course of this peaceful strike and demonstration the authorities used tear gas to disperse the demonstrators and have arrested many of the leaders.
The EI Pan-European Conference/ETUCE General Assembly demands

1. the immediate release of arrested demonstrators and

2. that the Authorities respect the right of trade unions to protest peacefully

The EI Pan-European Conference/ETUCE General Assembly would also like to record its serious concern at the unjust policies of the corporate administrators of Northern Cyprus which are acting under the influence of the Turkish Government. These administrators and the Turkish Government are imposing an economic package which includes cuts in salaries and allowances. As an excuse for the importation of cheap labour, privileges were given recently to the Government of Turkey to make investments in northern Cyprus which would facilitate the transfer of people from Turkey to northern Cyprus. Uncontrolled population growth in the difficult economic circumstances in the north of the island has exacerbated the situation and had a serious negative impact on the budgets for health, social services and, especially, education.
The new law imposes:-

· The elimination of collective bargaining;

· Cutting back salaries and tariff schedules to the same levels as in Turkey;

· Promotions and pay increases to depend on political affiliation;

· The cancellation of productivity bonuses, severance pay and funds for the new semester;

· The creation of huge gaps between the salaries of colleagues;

· Provision for arbitrary overtime payments to be made;

· Undermining the operations of Trade unions. 

The EI Pan-European Conference/ETUCE General Assembly demands the repeal of this repressive legislation and insists that the authorities respect international conventions on labour standards, including the right to Collective Bargaining.
