5 October 2011: World Teachers’ Day – “Teachers for Gender Equality”
Template letter to the government

<NAME OF MINISTER OF FINANCE>
<TITLE OF MINISTER OF FINANCE >
<ADDRESS>
<CITY>
<CITY>, 5 October 2011
World Teachers Day 2011: Teachers call for equal pay for work of equal value

Dear Minister, 
Today, on World Teachers Day, teachers call for urgent action to overcome the gender pay gap in the teaching profession. 
Pay equity is a fundamental matter of equality and fairness. When women are paid less than men for work of equal value, it goes against the basic principles of justice and fairness. <COUNTRY> cannot claim to have achieved gender pay equity in teaching, despite international treaties and conventions, <and national legislation (IF IT EXISTS)>.
Equal pay for work of equal value means that teachers should be paid according to their qualifications and experience, and not according to the age of the students or the gender of the teacher. While improvement of salaries across all levels of teaching is a current imperative, early childhood and primary grade teachers, the vast majority of whom are women, too often receive lower salaries than their colleagues in higher grades. This constitutes pay inequity and should therefore be addressed.
<ADDITIONAL COUNTRY-SPECIFIC COMMENT ABOUT NATIONAL LEGISLATION AND POLICY, AND SUPPORT FOR – OR THE CREATION OF – INSTITUTIONS IN CHARGE OF EQUAL PAY>
[bookmark: _GoBack]Together with Education International, the global federation of about 400 national teacher organisations in more than 170 countries, we takes this year’s World Teachers’ Day as an opportunity to draw your attention to the serious issue of pay equity.  We urge you to take the necessary steps to address the overall inadequate pay levels of teachers and in particular, pay equity between men and women teachers, regardless of the student age or grade.  
We urge you on this World Teachers’ Day to take action for equality and fairness, that will foster economic growth by closing the gender pay gap in the teaching profession. 
Sincerely yours, 
<SIGNATURES, NAMES, TITLES>
