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His Excellency Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
President Islamic Republic of Iran

Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection

Tehran

Islamic Republic of Iran
Fax:  011-98-21-649-5880

Brussels, 16 March 2007
President Ahmadinejad,
I write to you on behalf of the 30 million members of Education International (EI) in 169 countries to condemn the harsh repression and arrest of hundreds of teachers who were demonstrating throughout Iran for decent living wages.
Iran is a longstanding member of the International Labour Organisation and is therefore requested to adhere to the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work which guarantees the freedom of association and right to collective bargaining. These rights apply to trade unions as well as to professional associations, such as the various teachers' associations active in Iran.
Teachers are protesting to uphold their right to a decent living wage. Quality education for children requires teachers who are well trained, adequately remunerated and provided with good working conditions, so that they may do a good job in the classroom. By organising protests in front of the Parliament and the Education Minister, teachers and their union representatives were requesting the opening of fair negotiations. EI positively welcomed the announcement of the meeting at the Parliament on 13 March. Unfortunately, the meeting showed the disregard of the Iranian authorities for social dialogue and for the trade union rights enshrined in international labour standards. This prompted teachers to resume their protest actions.
The arrests of hundreds of teachers on 14 March also clearly violate the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, namely article 20 which states that "Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association" and article 9: "No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or exile."
EI therefore urges you, Mr. President, to:

· Secure the immediate and unconditional release of all teachers and their representatives detained in the context of the teacher protests;
· Open serious negotiations with the teacher representatives on the longstanding request for improved wages and respectable working conditions;

· Ensure that, in future, the right of teachers and workers’ organisations to exercise their activities and to hold meetings relating to the conditions of work and economic and social policy be respected.
EI would welcome a positive response on these requests, and will, in the meantime, continue to monitor the situation in Iran.
Sincerely yours,
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Fred van Leeuwen
General Secretary
Copies sent to:

· Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei 
· Golam-Ali Haddad-Adel, Leader of the Iranian Parliament – Fax: +98 21 646 1746
· Hon Mohammed Jahromi, Minister of Labour – Fax +98 21 6693 1062
· Hon. Manouchehr Mottaki, Foreign Minister – Fax +98 21 667 31 49

· Ambassador Mohammad Reza Alborzi – Fax: +41 22 733 02 03
· ILO – ITUC









