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His Excellency Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
President Islamic Republic of Iran

Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection

Tehran

Islamic Republic of Iran

Brussels, 29 January 2009

President Ahmadinejad,

I write to you on behalf of Education International (EI) to inquire about the arrest and detention of Mr Sajad Khaksari, former reporter for the Teachers Pen, and son of Mohamad Khaksari, Inspector of the Iranian Teacher Trade Association. 

EI has reasons to believe that the arrest of Sajad Khaksari on 28 January may be connected to the regular trade union activities of his father. Sajad Khaksari has already been harassed before: in 2006, he was detained for having reported on the situation of teachers in the union publication Teachers Pen. Recently, on 26 January, he was trialed for having attended a so-called “illegal teachers gathering”. This week, he was arrested and detained, and faces trial again for having taken pictures of a government building.

EI invites the authorities to look into the charges filed against the younger Khaksari as the facts against him, merely having taken pictures of a government building, seem disproportionate with his current detention and possible trial on Saturday 31 January.

To assist your Government officials to look into the facts, here are the events as they have been reported to EI: On 24 January, Sajad Khaksari’s camera was confiscated while he was taking pictures of a governmental building which bore no sign saying that pictures were not allowed. Sajad Khaksari was taken to the police station on Palestine Square in Tehran to be interrogated. Upon release the same day, he was informed that his camera would be sent to Intelligence Base no. 3. Later, being summoned by phone to Intelligence Base no. 3, located at Abbasabad Str., Niloufar Square, he was told that his name was known. He was subsequently brought to the Revolutionary Court where Judge Haddad ordered his detention at Intelligence Base no. 3.
Excellency, in previous letters related to earlier arrests and intimidation of teachers and their representatives, EI deplored the fact that teachers are deprived of freedom of association guaranteed under Convention 87 of the ILO. As long as the Iranian authorities maintain the ban on the ITTA and the imprisonment of trade unionists such as Mansour Osanloo, Farzad Kamangar and others, and as long as the harassment of teachers participating in union information meetings continues, as occured again on 31 December 2008, EI and the trade union movement worldwide will continue to advocate for the full respect of trade union rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
EI respectfully requests that the Iranian authorities share information regarding the charges against Sajad Khaksari. EI would also very much welcome your positive response regarding a general commitment to fully respect the fundamental rights of teachers to freedom of association and collective bargaining. 

Sincerely yours,
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Fred van Leeuwen
General Secretary

Copies sent to:

· Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei – Fax + 98 251 7774 2228
· Hon. Manouchehr Mottaki, Foreign Minister – Fax +98 21 667 31 49

· Ambassade République islamique d‘Iran – Fax: +02.779.46.66
· ILO – ITUC – ETUC – ITF – Amnesty International










