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Commodore Voreqe Bainimarama

Interim Prime Minister of the Republic of the Fiji Islands,
Office of the Prime Minister,
P.O. Box 2353,
Government Buildings,
Suva,
Republic of the Fiji Islands

Fax: +679-3307806

Brussels, 9 February 2009

RE: Suspension of the President of the Fijian Teachers Association (FTA)
Dear Prime Minister,
I write on behalf of Education International (EI), the Global Union Federation of education unions that counts the Fijian Teachers' Association (FTA) amongst its member organisations, to express EI’s concern about the disciplinary measures taken against Mr. Tevita Koroi, President of FTA.
EI has been informed by reliable sources that Mr. Koroi has been suspended from his civil service position as principal of his school by Fiji’s Public Service Commission on 10 December 2008, on allegations that he had made a statement against the Fijian regime earlier that month. However, the statement made by Mr. Koroi was not quoted in the letter notifying him of his suspension and Mr. Koroi was not allowed to express himself on the matter. 
This seems to be a clear case of victimization of a trade union leader. Mr. Koroi has always acted responsibly as a teacher union leader and is respected for his principles and integrity. Mr. Koroi seems to be going through turmoil because of his unwavering advocacy on social issues and teachers’ welfare. This leads us to believe that his dismissal is a deliberate act to destabilize the activities of the FTA and therefore is not only a violation of Mr Koroi’s freedom of expression, but also as a violation of freedom of association. 
As a Global Union Federation of education unions, EI defends the human and trade union rights of teachers which, includes the right to freedom of expression and the right to fair trial. Considering the vagueness of the allegations made and the unfair procedure of the disciplinary actions taken against Mr Koroi, EI therefore urges the Fijian authorities to withdraw the suspension of Mr Koroi with immediate effect and to reinstate him in his position of school principal.
Thank you for your consideration of this very serious matter.

Yours sincerely,
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Fred van Leeuwen

General Secretary
Cc:
Minister of Education


Permanent Secretary of the Public Service Commission











All communications should be addressed to the General Secretary – Toute correspondance doit être adressée au Secrétaire général

Toda la correspondencia debe dirigirse al Secretario General – Der gesamte Briefwechsel ist an den Generalsekretär zu richten

