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His Excellency Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
President Islamic Republic of Iran

Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection

Tehran

Islamic Republic of Iran

Brussels, 16 February 2009

President Ahmadinejad,

I write to you on behalf of Education International (EI) and its 30 million members in 171 countries, to respectfully ask that a social dialogue be opened without delay with the representatives of the Iranian teachers.

EI has been regularly in communication with the Iranian authorities since 2007, when there was a crackdown on Iranian teachers who were claiming the implementation of the Parity Bill as a way to improve their status. Two years later, the teachers in the Islamic Republic of Iran are still protesting the delay in implementing the Parity Bill. 

The teachers also continue to urge the government to respect fundamental rights, such as freedom of association and right to collective bargaining. These fundamental rights should apply to all trade unions, as well as to all professional associations.

EI respectfully invites your Government to open fair and timely negotiations with the representatives of teachers. As you very well know, teachers in Iran are very committed to providing the best possible education to future generations. They are dedicated and loyal. They deserve to be listened to through appropriate institutional structure for negotiations with a view to promoting improved working conditions and a better standard of living for teachers and workers.
EI therefore urges you, Excellency, to:

· Open serious negotiations with the teacher representatives on the longstanding request for improved wages and decent working conditions;

· Amend the existing legislative framework so as to ensure that employers’ and workers’ organizations may exercise their freedom of association rights freely and without interference by the public authorities; 
· Take the necessary measures to ensure that trade unionists may exercise their freedom of association rights, including the right to peaceful assembly, without fear of intervention by the authorities.
EI and its affiliates worldwide welcome a positive response on these requests, and will, in the meantime, continue to monitor the situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran. 
Sincerely yours,
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Fred van Leeuwen
General Secretary

Copies sent to:

· Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei – Fax + 98 251 7774 2228
· Hon. Manouchehr Mottaki, Foreign Minister – Fax +98 21 667 31 49

· Ambassade République islamique d‘Iran – Fax: +02.779.46.66
· ILO – ITUC – ETUC – ITF – Amnesty International










