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His Excellency Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran

Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection

Tehran

Islamic Republic of Iran

Brussels, 5 March 2009
Re: Farzad Kamangar
Your Excellency,

I write on behalf of Education International (EI), the Global Union Federation of education unions representing 30 million teachers and education workers, through 401 member organisations in 172 countries, to express EI’s deep concern about the situation of Iranian teacher unionist Farzad Kamangar who was sentenced to death on February 25, 2008 on “absolutely zero evidence” according to his lawyer. 

EI has been informed that Farzad Kamangar has been retransferred from Rajaiee Shahr prison to the section 204 of Tehran’s Evin prison. EI is worried about this last development as the reason of this transfer is unclear.
Kamangar’s physical and psychological well-being is another matter of concern. Since the beginning of his detention in July 2006, his physical condition has severely worsened due to the ill-treatment he suffered and the bad sanitary conditions of the wards where he has been detained. He is still suffering from a chin infection and all his teeth should be taken out following ill treatment.
EI urges once again the Iranian authorities to re-examine the case of Farzad Kamangar through a fair trial complying with the Iranian and international standards. EI also urges the authorities to commute Farzad Kamangar’s death sentence immediately, as no judicial system should run the risk of killing an innocent person. EI also urges the authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran to take all appropriate measures so that no detainee be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment.
EI will continue to monitor Farzad Kamangar’s case closely and looks forward to engaging in a dialogue with the authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran while simultaneously holding them to high standards of respect for human and trade union rights.
Sincerely yours,
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Fred van Leeuwen
General Secretary

Copies sent to:

· Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei – Fax + 98 251 7774 2228
· Hon. Manouchehr Mottaki, Foreign Minister – Fax +98 21 667 31 49

· Ambassade République islamique d‘Iran – Fax: +02.779.46.66
· ILO – ITUC – ETUC – ITF – Amnesty International










All communications should be addressed to the General Secretary – Toute correspondance doit être adressée au Secrétaire général

Toda la correspondencia debe dirigirse al Secretario General – Der gesamte Briefwechsel ist an den Generalsekretär zu richten

