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His Excellency Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran

Palestine Avenue, Azerbaijan Intersection

Tehran

Islamic Republic of Iran

Brussels, 24 April 2009
Your Excellency,
Education International (EI), the global union federation of teachers, which represents over 30 million teachers and education workers, through 401 member organisations in 172 countries, deplores the fact that Government inaction forces Iranian teachers and members of the Coordinating Council of Cultural and Educational Workers Associations of Iran, to industrial actions. 

The Government promised to implement the pay parity bill in the new Iranian year 1388; it was not the first time that the implementation of the parity bill was postponed. Now one month later, education workers still face the same situation comprising uncertain working conditions, short term contracts, shortfall in pensions and an inflation rate of up to 25 percent.
EI deplores the fact that teachers within Iran are among the lowest paid employees in the public sector. In many cases they have to undertake several jobs in each woking day in order to support their families. 

Teachers should also have the right to celebrate their National Teacher’s Day which is scheduled for May 2nd. Previous attempts to celebrate World Teacher’s Day in Iran were denied and threats were issued against those expressing a wish to mark the day.
EI is now concerned that May Labour Day celebrations may also be curtailed by the authorities.

In Iran and around the world, EI advocates peaceful strategies based on social dialogue, freedom of association and collective bargaining to improve the working conditions for teachers. Decent pay, protection of rights and social insurance coverage should be respected. They are the key pillars of decent work. Teachers and education support personnel are responsible for the education and development of children and young adults. EI advocates worldwide for an improvement of the status of teachers. Investment in people through education and training will also help countries to deal with the current global economic crisis. 

EI therefore calls on the Iranian government to implement the pay parity bill, in order to guarantee better working conditions for the Iranian education workers. EI also calls on the Iranian authorities to allow teachers to celebrate their National Teacher’s Day, as well as May Labour Day – this would be a first sign of mutual respect.
Sincerely yours,
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Fred van Leeuwen

General Secretary

Copies sent to:

· Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei – Fax + 98 251 7774 2228
· Hon. Manouchehr Mottaki, Foreign Minister – Fax +98 21 667 31 49
· Alireza Ali-Ahmadi, Minister of Education
· Ambassade République islamique d‘Iran – Fax: +02.779.46.66
· ILO – ITUC – ETUC – ITF – Amnesty International
All communications should be addressed to the General Secretary – Toute correspondance doit être adressée au Secrétaire général

Toda la correspondencia debe dirigirse al Secretario General – Der gesamte Briefwechsel ist an den Generalsekretär zu richten

