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1 THE DECLARATION

Schools shall be safe

sanctuaries

E.ducation International Declaration on Violent Political and
Military Attacks Against Schools and Education Institutions,
Students, Teachers, Academics and all other Education Personnel,
including Support and Transport Staff, Education Officials,
Education Trade Unionists and Education Aid Workers

ARTICLE 1

Reaffirm the commitment to the
principle of the right to education in
safety

The international community,
governments, and all parties to
conflicts shall recognise and respect
the right of all children and adults to
a safe education in a peaceful
learning environment, and shall
respect education institutions as safe
sanctuaries. The international
community calls on the United
Nations Security Council to
commission the creation of an
international symbol for use on
education buildings and education
transport facilities to encourage
recognition that they must be
protected and cannot be targeted for
attack or used for military purposes.

ARTICLE 2

Take practical measures to ensure
protection

The UN Security Council,
governments and parties to conflict
shall take all possible practical
measures to protect students,
teachers, academics and all other

education personnel from all
deliberate violent political or military
attacks on their way to or from, or at,
their places of learning or work; and
take all possible measures to deter
such attacks. All governments should
ensure that national legislation
conforms with international law in
protecting the right to education in
situations where it is under threat
and prohibiting attacks on education
institutions and those working and
learning in them.

ARTICLE 3

End impunity for attacks on
students, teachers, academics, all
other education personnel and
education facilities

The international community shall
assist in ending impunity for attacks
on education, and bring those culpable
to justice. It will ensure that
humanitarian and human rights
instruments are used to prosecute
perpetrators of attacks on schools,
colleges, universities, education

offices, and other education facilities;
and perpetrators of attacks on students,
teachers, academics, education support
staff, education officials, education
trade unionists and education aid
workers. This explicit focus on attacks
on students and staff in addition to
buildings and facilities must also be
included in the investigations of the
International Criminal Court and the
UN Secretary General’s monitoring of
the grave violations against children
in armed conflict.

ARTICLE 4

Strengthen monitoring of attacks
and efforts to end impunity

The international community,
governments and human rights
organisations shall develop
systematic means of gathering
information to aid the global
monitoring and analysis of the
frequency, scale, and nature of
violent military and political attacks
on students, teachers, academics, all
other education personnel, and

“The international community shall assist
in bringing those culpable to justice’
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education institutions; and to monitor
efforts to end impunity for all attacks.
The international community calls
on the UN Security Council to
support such efforts, as a means of
encouraging further action to prevent
attacks on education.

ARTICLE 5

Prioritise action and share expertise
on resilience and recovery

The international community and
governments everywhere shall
prioritise efforts to increase the
resilience and recovery of education
systems and institutions subjected to
attacks, and share information on
such efforts.

ARTICLE 6

Make education an agent for peace

Teachers, their unions, governments
and the international community
shall work to prevent education from
aggravating conflict. They shall enable
schools, colleges, universities and all
other education institutions to become
zones and agents of peace, promoting
tolerance, understanding, conflict
resolution, and respect for cultural
and religious diversity both in their
curricula and by fair, inclusive and
transparent management in line with
the 1966 and 1997 Recommendations
concerning the Status respectively of
Teachers and Higher Education
Personnel.

ARTICLE 7

Support campaigns of solidarity

Teachers, their unions,
non-governmental organisations and
civil society are urged to join
solidarity campaigns in support of
victims of attacks and threats of
attack, as a means to put pressure on
governments and the international
community to take action to end
impunity; protect students, teachers,
academics and all other education
personnel; and make education
institutions safe sanctuaries in which
all students have equal opportunities
to fulfil their individual potential
and become advocates for peace in
the world.





